Minutes of Fergus Co. Commissioners Business Meeting
August 25, 2020 - 2:30 p.m.
Fergus County Commissioners
Fergus County Trade Center
Lewistown, MT 59457

Present Commissioner Sandy Youngbauer, Commissioner Ross Butcher, Commissioner Carl Seilstad, and Clerk
& Recorder Rana Wichman. Public present: See attached sheet.

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Youngbauer called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Youngbauer asked if there were any alterations or corrections to the August 19, 2020 minutes.
Hearing none, she stated the minutes stand approved as presented and will be on file with the Clerk and
Recorder and on the Fergus County Website.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:

(1) Ed Butcher handed out written testimony to the Commissioners. He stated that Governor Bullock does
not have the authority to suspend the statutes regarding a polling place election. He mentioned
13.19.104, 10..3.104, 10.3.303, and 10.3.402 MCA.

(2) Michael Chapman stated he is in favor of the flood permit on the agenda, and he supports Election
Administrator Wichman regarding an all-mail ballot for the November 3, 2020 election.

(3) Jason Carlson said if people are afraid to go to the polls they should stay home.

(4) Andrea Payne stated he feels the Commissioners should listen to Election Administrator Wichman. She
was elected to do a job and should be allowed to do it.

(5) Clint Loomis supports the flood plain. He feels the election will go well either way. He urged the
Commissioners to help get every possible vote.

(6) Kevin Hodge is in full support of the Commissioners. He put his name in to work.

(7) Dan Bartelt indicated he has had at least 20 calls in favor of a polling place election. We must hold
voting to the highest standards.

(8) Doug Flament asked Election Administrator Wichman why she even considered an all-mail ballot. She
stated that the Central Montana Public Health Nurse recommended it, and for the safety of the judges
and the voters, she felt that is she needed to do.

(9) Fred Groves said that people have a 99% chance of survival concerning COVID-19.

(10) Robert Thompson feels there is too much chance of fraud with an all-mail ballot.

(11) Lonnie Bergstrom had statistics on states going to all-mail ballot. Itis vital that all votes count.

(12) Dean Martin typically prefers in person voting, but not this year. If signatures are rejected, they can

be resolved. To make it harder to vote in unconscionable.

(13) John Carlson asked Election Administrator Wichman why she feels the way she does. He offered to be

a greeter.

(14) Ken Shaver said voting is a sacred right. What other countries are doing is not a good way to live.

(15) Robert Snyder discussed the problems with numerous people in one household getting mail ballots

and the fact that there may be pressure asserted.

(16) Brandon Bariault stated that many lives have been lost due to shutting down the economy. We don’t

want to lose our freedom and liberty.
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(17) Diana Hewitt commented people should vote absentee if they don’t want to go to the polls.

(18) Sherry Johnson stated that she feels this would set a precedent and is not in favor of all-mail.

(19) Laurie Lohrer stated that it is more expensive to have a polling place election.

(20) Ken Siroky commented that other elected officials must think this is legal.

(21) Roald Torgerson feels we need to follow the law.

(22) Toni Gies stated with rights come responsibilities. People can vote at the courthouse.

(23) Election Administrator Wichman responded that no rights are being taken away. You can vote in
person at the Courthouse. She went on to say the Secretary of State is not doing his job. She asked
everyone there where they were in June if they feel it is illegal to have a federal election by all-mail.
Election workers will only be allowed to work if they are respectful to everyone. No politics can be
involved. She stated she works well with the Commissioners and any decision today won’t change
that. If we have a polling place election, it is my responsibility to keep the judges safe. She said she
has gotten phone calls at home chastising me for what she recommended. She encouraged everyone
to come to training whether or not they want to work.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

BID OPENINGS: None

PERSONNEL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1) Road Department — Lead Mechanic — FT/Perm
2) Road Department — Crew Member — FT/Perm
3) Facilities — Maintenance / Custodian — FT/Perm
4) County Attorney — Legal Assistant — FT/Perm
5) Weed Coordinator — FT/Perm

ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS:

1) Commissioners Butcher and Seilstad will attend a meeting in Helena with the Department of
Transportation regarding the speed limit by Grass Range. They will also talk about why the 55 MPH
limit by the new intersection west of Lewistown extends out so far.

DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS:

1) August 25, 2020 Claims: Commissioner Butcher moved to approve the August 25, 2020 claims.
Commissioner Seilstad seconded. Passed unanimously.

2) Floodplain Permit #01-2020-FC Breed Creed Pedestrian Bridge: County Planner Pam Vosen went
through her file on this floodplain permit. Commissioner Seilstad moved to approve Floodplain Permit
#01-2020-FC Breed Creek Pedestrian Bridge. Commissioner Butcher seconded. Passed unanimously.

3) Resolution 28-2020 November 3, 2020 Federal General Election: Commissioner Seilstad moved to
approve Resolution 28-2020 November 3, 2020 Federal General Election. Commissioner Butcher
Seconded. Under discussion, Dean Martin asked why everyone is at the meeting if the Commissioners
already had their mind made up. Passed unanimously.

4) Resolution 29-2020 Appointing Deputy Coroners: Commissioner Youngbauer stated she would like to
have a friendly amendment made to this resolution stating it supersedes any previous resolution
appointing deputy coroners. Commissioner Butcher moved to approve Resolution 29-2020 Appointing
Deputy Coroners with the recommended amendment. Commissioner Seilstad seconded. Passed
unanimously.
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APPOINTMENTS: None

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

NEXT MEETING DATES:

September 2, 2020 Special Business Meeting
Wednesday, 2:00 p.m. Final Budget Meeting
September 10, 2020 Regular Business Meeting

Thursday, 2:00 p.m.

September 16, 2020 Regular Business Meeting
Wednesday, 5:15 p.m.

Fergus County Commissioners
712 W Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Fergus County Commissioners
712 W Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Fergus County Commissioners
712 W Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Reminder: Agenda items are due to the Commissioners 5 days prior to the meeting.

Meeting adjourned.

FERGUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:

\‘\\O? FER ,”1 W

ROINTS 6'--0&5””' Sandy Yom(v/épéuer, Prgsiding Officer

ABSZA) 7

Ross Butcher, Commissioner

I

Rane/]. Wic‘w‘an, Clerk & Recorder

Carl Seilstad, Commissioner




FERGUS COUNTY VOUCHER

Voucher No: 1019

Voucher Date: 08/24/2020  Prepared By:

Printed: 08/25/2020 09:09:10 AM

FERGUS COUNTY is hereby authorized to draw warrants against FERGUS COUNTY funds for the sum
of $332,675.87 on account of obligations incurred for value received in services and for materials as
shown below for period July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 (period cannot overlap fiscal year end.)

| certify that this claim is just and correct, and the services and/or materials herein represented have
been received during the period listed above. All items are properly coded and not in excess of the

budget.

CARL SEILSTAD

COMMISSIONER
FERGUS COUNTY

Fund Amount
1000 GEN $11,044.49
2110 ROAD $131,060.11
2130 BRIDGE $30,982.35
2140 WEED $43,210.36
2160 FAIR $6,477.75
2180 DT/CRT $6,858.18
2250 PLAN $587.02
2272 CMHD _ $29.86
2274 EMP/R $209.52
2290 EXT SERV $2,799.77
2300 PUBLIC SAFETY $13,663.57
2350 LOCAL GOVT STUDY COMM $88.00
2395 COMPUTER $236.98
2420 GAS TAX $3,955.68
2830 JUNK VEHICLE $142.86
2900 PILT $1,000.00
2972 F PLAN $386.39
2978 IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM $328.00
4400 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS $80.00
4402 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS - ROAD $30,780.00
4403 CAPITAL PROJECTS-BRIDGE $10,095.00

Created By: admin

Posted By: admin

Date: 08/24/2020 10:15:19

Page.

AdOD




Voucher No: 1019 Voucher Date: 08/24/2020

Fund Amount
5610 ARPT $1,415.89
5611 AIRPORT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS $33,519.68
5612 AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION RESERVE $3,724.41

$332,675.87

Created By: admin Posted By: admin Date: 08/24/2020 10:15:19  Page: 2
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Sen. Ed Butcher (Ret)
Winifred, Montana
August 25, 2020

Testimony Regarding Mail Balloting
Governor Bullock is claiming “Executive Emergency Powers” in the middle of a political campaign to order
Ballots be sent unsolicited to all voters.

The most serious issue with this political maneuver by Governor Bullock is that he is in direct
violation of Montana Law!

Montana legal code [13-19-104, subsection (3)] clearly states: “The following elections may
not be conducted by mail ballot: (a) a regularly scheduled federal, state, or county election; (b)
a special federal or state election, unless authorized by the legislature;”.

This state law could not be stated clearer against this attempted violation. In addition there is no
authorization for a governor to make any decisions regarding elections which is the Constitutional
authority delegated to the Secretary of State.

However, the Governor is claiming “Executive Emergency Powers” and the right to suspend any laws
he see fit. This is a dangerous precedent since Bullock has stated during his Presidential run that he
supported gun confiscation so where will this “power” stop?

In reviewing MCA 10-3-104 which Bullock is basing his political efforts upon in his effort to suspend
Montana Laws, clearly shows a great “stretch” in his interpretations granting him “Executive
Emergency Powers.”

MCA 10-3-104: “To prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency or
disaster.”...Authorizes the governor to “control ingress and egress to or from an incident or
emergency or disaster area, the movement of persons within the area and occupancy of the
premises within the area.”

In addition under MCA 10-3-303 Montana Law further states that a State of Emergency may not
continue for longer than 30 days unless called by the President of the United States or a declaration of
the Legislature by join Resolution. Neither which has occurred.

Bullock has been keeping Montana in a state of lock-down for several months as he waits for the
election with the assistance of the media which has been keeping people terrified we are all going to
die and should blame Trump and the Republicans...etc!

In conclusion I want to call attention to the County Commissioners MCA 10-3-402.

A local emergency proclamation or disaster declaration may be issued only by the principle
executive officer of a political subdivision.

This places authority in the hands of the County Commissioners who are the executive officers in this
county—not the Clerk and Recorder! Set an example for other counties to not follow a partisan
governor who is running for the U.S. Senate over this “political cliff!!”
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From: Shovel82 <shovel82@midrivers.com>

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 10:42 AM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: Mail in voting

Dear Commissioners

I will not be able to attend tomorrow’s commission meeting but would like the following read into the meeting record.
| Kirk Fleming a Fergus County resident and registered voter, fully support Fergus County Clerk and Recorder Rana
Wichman in her recommendation to have mail in voting for the November election, as have many other Montana
Counties.

To require in person voting could unduly expose Fergus County voters to the COVID-19 virus, no matter how small that
chance may be and would be highly irresponsible to do so.

Sincerely

Kirk Fleming

Fergus County

Sent from my iPhone




Carl Seilstad

e e e

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

karen paugh <kmpaugh@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 9:37 AM
Carl Seilstad

Election

I’m writing in support of Rana Wichman’s election plan. As an election official for Denton School as the clerk,
I agree that a mail election is what makes sense. I hope you can make the right decision for Fergus County and

not make this a political fiasco.
Karen Paugh
Denton School

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone




Carl Seilstad

L _ e
From: Diann DeRosier <derosierdiann@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 7:31 AM

To: Carl Seilstad

Subject: voting

| support mail-in ballot for voting. It is a constitutional right to have free and available access to vote. Please standup for
our right to vote.

Thank you,

Diann DeRosier




Carl Seilstad

R ]

From: Jim Hamling <hamling@midrivers.com>

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 7:36 PM

To: rbutcher@co.fergus.mt.us; syoungbauer@co.fergus.mt.us; Carl Seilstad
Subject: Tuesday Aug 25th CC meeting

Dear Carl, Sandy and Ross,

We urge the commissioners to support Fergus County Clerk and Recorder, Rana Wichman'’s,
recommendation to conduct the November general election as an all mail-in vote. Rana has been the local
election official for Fergus County for many years and we respect her decision. Rana knows more about
holding a fair election than anyone else in Fergus County. This is a special year with Covid 19 and many
residents are very leery of having to attend large public gatherings, like those that will be at any polling places.

As far as election fraud and corruption, she has assured us that this will not be a problem and this mail-in is
only for this election. This is a local election, overseen by members of our own county. The mail-in primary
was record setting for the state with fraud not being an issue. Please vote to agree with her recommendation.

Jim and Mary Jo Hamling




Carl Seilstad

From: Laurie Lohrer <laurielohrer@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 7:43 PM

To: Sandy Youngbauer; Ross Butcher; Carl Seilstad

Subject: I support Vote by Mail option for Fergus County Nov 3 (re: Tues 8/25 meeting)

Dear Commissioners:

I support the "Vote by Mail" option for all Fergus County active voters, recommended by Fergus County
Elections administrator Rana Wichman. It’s my understand this method saves County and taxpayers on election
costs, and it keeps us all safer from contracting covid 19 pandemic. "Vote by mail" was used for the June 2
2020 federal primary, and typically for our local and school elections. Vote by mail is safe, efficient and cost-
saving, making it obvious choice for the county and county residents.

I’ll be using the phone call-in for 8/25 meeting, in lieu of attending in person, so thanks for providing that
option. I would prefer to be there in person, but feel the risk is too high without masks being required.

Sincerely,

Laurie Lohrer

466 Snowberry Lane
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-380-0865




Carl Seilstad

From: Michael Peterson <explorewithmike@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 7:57 PM

To: Carl Seilstad

Subject: Election voting

It is a stupid idea to have anything but a all mail in voting this year. The virus puts everyone at risk. I have
been an election judge for the past two years and would not work if we had walk in voting. Listen to the
county clerk!

'Michael Peterson




Earl Seilstad

From: Dean Martin <deanmartin1947@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 9:02 PM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: General Election 2020

Voting in person vs all-mail election. | agree that an in-person election has been the preferred method of voting. This
year the pandemic has disrupted many of the norms we have enjoyed in the past. We don’t know what we will be
experiencing with our COVID19 in September or October let alone November. My belief is it is better to be safe than
sorry. According to our County Attorney, there have been no allegations of voter fraud in 2016, 2018, or 2020 primaries.
| believe the integrity of our citizens in Fergus County would be the same in a general election and we have no reason to
expect any fraudulent votes being cast.

In 2016 293,548 votes were cast in the primary, in 2018 primary 282,704 votes were cast and in our only
all mail primary in 2020 this June 382,072 votes were cast. It seems that would indicate that we could expect a
higher than average turn out if we had an all-mail election. More Republicans and Democrats voted in 2020 so
this is not a political thing but a safety thing.

Our Clerk and Recorder Rana Wichman is on record as believing that the cost would not be greater. In
addition, the safety of workers and the voting public would be best served by a mail-in election. Our County
attorney states we would have no financial responsibility for anyone contacting COVID19 while voting. We
would have financial liability for poll workers that would be covered under workers comp if contact tracing
proved that was the place the infection occurred. The moral obligation must be decided by each of us.

Not requiring workers or voters to wear masks may make it harder to find experienced and trained people to
fully staff our polling place as the past worked are mainly in the older compromised group that are most
suspectable to contacting COVID19.

For these reasons, | feel that deciding on anything but an all-mail election would be irresponsible.
Dean Martin

103 Sunset ST

Lewistown MT. 59457

406-366-2790




Carl Seilstad
“

From: Craig Flentie <craigflentie@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 9:39 PM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: mail in voting

Good Evening;
While science has much to learn about Covid 19 we should all be able to agree its rate of spread can be volatile.

With that backdrop, Ms. Wichman's option to conduct an all mail-in election (just for the upcoming election) makes perfect
sense.

Mr. Butcher's alternative is cumbersome; appears to be an extension of an unfounded, but widely touted republican
conspiracy theory; and the net result would be fewer voters participating in our election process.

Appreciate your time and efforts - Craig Flentie




Sandz Youngbauer

From: Harry Felton <harry_felton@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 4:12 PM

To: Sandy Youngbauer

Subject: Mail In Ballots

Sandy,

We strongly feel Mail In Ballots are the safest and most sensible way of Voting.

Judy Kellogg and Harry Felton




Ross Butcher

—

From: lodman@sbcglobal.net

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 1:23 PM
To: Ross Butcher

Subject: Upcoming Election

Dear Commissioner Butcher,

I was a poll worker in the last election in 2018. | understand the patriotic energy and camaraderie of people going to
the polls. It was a great experience.

This time around | would not be a poll worker. | believe that the virus is real, it is not just the flu, but something our
human bodies have never seen before and have no immunity against. | am 68 years old. Almost all the poll workers are
older retired people, some with underlying medical conditions.If we spread the virus to say, 20 people, odds are that 2
of the 20 could have serious or fatal complications. And probably be people you know.

You have been elected to act in the best interest of the people of this county. Why would you want to take this kind of
risk? Think how bad you will feel if someone dies. And it would be so needless and preventable. Even worse, people
refuse to wear masks. Can you imagine people sitting for 12+ hours breathing each other’s air and the air of ever single
person who comes to vote?

Rana Wichman has run these elections fairly and efficiently for many years. There has been NO fraud as far as 1 am
aware of. She is the expert. Please listen to her and take her advice.

Thank you for reading my letter. | would like my comments entered into the public record or read to the group or
however that is done. | did not want to come in person due to the possible lack of masking and social distancing.
Thanks again,

Barbara Lodman

Sent from my iPhone




Sandx Youngbauer

From: Ben Tuss <bstuss1938@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 10:45 AM

To: Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad; Ross Butcher
Subject: Election

We read with interest all articles in the last issue of the News Argus pertaining to mail -in voting and
wholeheartedly agree with each and every fact the Clerk and Recorder presented as unmanageable for a proper
election. Even though extra expense may be required for postage it is imperative the 2020 election be
conducted by all mail, the electorate may have a dim view of a Commission ruling to the contrary. Thank you
for your favorable response on this issue. Ben and Suzie Tuss

[ =5 virus-free. www.avast.com




Sandz Youngbauer

From: Andrea <andrea@mylewistown.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2020 1:55 PM
To: Sandy Youngbauer

Subject: Mail-in ballots

County Commissioner, We are writing to voice our support of mail-in ballots. After reading the article in the News Argus,
we appreciate the time and effort Rana Wichman put into this and believe the commissioners should back her
recommendations. Thank you, John and Andrea Payne

Sent from my iPad




Sandx Youngbauer -

From: Prairie Wind Architecture <pwa@midrivers.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2020 1:31 PM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: Running this November's General Election

Dear Commissioner,

I’'m writing to endorse the proposal that our Clerk and Recorder, Rana Wichman, outlined at
your meeting last Wednesday for this election cycle. Significant features of her proposal
included:

v Make this an all-mail in election, as the primary was by sending out ballots to all active
voters.

v’ Give voters the option of returning their ballots by mail or in-person at the courthouse.

v Allowing in-person voting at the courthouse from Oct. 2 through election day.
The Clerk and recorder has experience running an election in this manner. It is efficient, it is
an economical method of running an election therefore an effective use of taxpayer dollars,
and most importantly for this election cycle, it is safe. Do we need to consider safety? Alll can
say is that if Lewistown is still under a mask mandate, and anyone shows up to the meeting on
Tuesday without being required to wear a mask, then how can Fergus County protect poll
workers as well as me and my fellow voters at an in-person election?

The alternate proposal discussed at last Wednesday’s meeting only adds another layer of time,
expense to the taxpayer, and confusion to the process. Think about that.

Sincerely,

Jeff Shelden

Jeff Shelden

206 W. Boulevard St.
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-366-6695




Sandy Youngbauer

. S
From: Jessica Miller <miller jessica.rae@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2020 1:03 PM
To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: Voting by mail in 2020

Dear Commissioners,

I would like to express my support of Ms. Wichman's proposal for an all-mail ballot this November. Ms.
Wichman describes the difficulty of enforcing social distancing and mask wearing. I suspect that providing mail
ballots to all voters would increase voter participation, which is a hallmark of our great democracy. People,
especially the elderly, should not have to choose between casting a ballot and risking their health. As for claims
of fraud, I have found no studies that support the claims of large scale fraud in general elections in our country.
In fact, a New York University School of Law study states, "most reported incidents of voter fraud are actually
traceable to other sources, such as clerical errors or bad data matching practices." The study reported most
incident rates between 0.0003 percent and 0.0025 percent.

The benefits of all-mail ballots far outweigh the risks.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Jessica Miller

136 Carroll Trail
Lewistown, MT 59457




Sandz Youngbauer

From: Thomas McKenna <trmckenna72@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 8:10 AM

To: Sandy Youngbauer

Subject: mail in ballots issue

Hi Sandy, I just want to express my support for all mail in ballots for the general election. It is the responsible
thing to do and it seemed to work fine for our primary election this year. Let me know if you need further input
from me. Thanks.

Tom McKenna C.1.C.
McKenna Agency, Inc
PO Box 1203
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-538-8736 work
406-366-8736 cell
406-538-8739 fax
406-538-3071 home
trmckenna72@gmail.com
www.mckennaagency.com
Real Estate License # - RRE-BRO-LIC-2758
[nsurance License # - 4522

This message is for the named person's use only. It may contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged
information. No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistransmission. If you receive this
message in error, please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any hard copies of
it and notify the sender. You must not, directly or indirectly, use, disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of
this message if you are not the intended recipient




Ross Butcher

I R
From: Montana Natural <montanamadenatural@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 12:35 AM
To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: Re: Voting

I really dont know what to say, the whole town already thinks two out of three of you need to go because you
are corrupt

On Fri, Aug 21, 2020 at 12:31 AM Montana Natural <montanamadenatural@gmail.com> wrote:
I am writing because you may be making a mistake in this community if you are blinding following the biggest
traitor our country has ever seen in regards to MY RIGHT TO VOTE and VOTE FOR WHO I WANT...

Today it was announced that Post offices around the country are being closed PERM in an attempt to keep ppl
from voting, I urge you to speak to someone beyond the delusional steve daines about this and instead, be the
grown up in your big girl panties doing what is right vs politically motivated in a way that you could cause
WHOLE households to become sick and overwhelm the local CMMC - a hospital that has a very bad track
record of keeping ppl alive already - lots of wrong ful death lawsuites at that hospital.

We need to get our ballots by mail as we already have the right to do, and we need to be able to hand deliver
them. If you make any changes out of spite, you might die LIKE 3 of my relatives already have.

I wont miss any of you, but I dont want you to die nontheless

#DUMPTRUMP




Sandz Youngbauer

From: Marvin Hoffer <mjhoffer@midrivers.com>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 11:23 AM

To: Sandy Youngbauer

Subject: Vote but Mail In Ballots Only

Good Morning Sandy,

Hope you and your family are all well, and enjoying our MT. summer..”cooking hot.”
Mail in ballot voting process. Absolutely !!... No” in person” voting anytime. Mail in ballots only. Yes, the
trump gang has been secretly and criminally damaging and restricting our national Postal Service to severely

damage our legal right and absolute traditional mail in ballot voting process. “It ain’t gonna work for the
trump gang.”

| expect that you, and the other two commissioners understand that you and they work for us, the citizens of
Fergus Co. every day, no exceptions. There are many serious problems, issues and definitely there are more
coming down the line to keep all three of you commissioners working every day, long days, to resolve the
current problems, and to research the circumstance of today to be ready with positive, effective solutions for
the many problems that we will face in the near and distant future here in Fergus Co., Mt. and the USA.
Please email your position on this critical subject, Mail In Ballot Voting Only. Thank you.

Sandy, if | can of any assistance, please email me.

Stay healthy, and think positive.

Marv Hoffer




Carl Seilstad
L. . ________________________________________________________________________________________________ |

From: Leah Grunzke <miss_grunzke@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 11:02 AM

To: Carl Seilstad

Subject: Vote by Mail

Dear Mr. Seilstad,

I have been a resident and homeowner in Fergus County for six years. | would like to add my voice to the many who fully
support voting by mail in the upcoming election. Despite loud claims that mail-in voting leads to fraud, after much research
I have found zero factual evidence supporting this. We rely on our postal service to file taxes, to deliver life-saving
medications, to exchange legal correspondence, to conduct countless more examples of critical business on a daily basis.
If these are all widely accepted as safe and efficient, | see no reason voting should be any different. It is the duty of each
one of us to support and uphold every citizen's Constitutional right to vote, and during a global pandemic this means
providing the option of a mail-in ballot. As my representative, | urge you to respect the experience and insight of our
County Elections Administrator and allow full access to voting by mail to all Fergus County residents.

Thank you,

~Leah Grunzke




Sandz Youngbauer

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Commissioners:

Laurie Lohrer <laurielohrer@hotmail.com>

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 5:01 PM

Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad; Ross Butcher; Becki Wiseman
General election Mail in ballots for Fergus County

Re Vote by mail action item on tonight‘s Commission meeting, we stand firmly behind mail in ballots for all registered
Fergus County voters for the 2020 Presidential election. We strongly urge you to vote “yes” tonight on this critical issue
that guarantees everyone has an opportunity to vote during the pandemic, and have their vote counted. Thank you for
supporting all Fergus County voters with your decision tonight.

Sincerely

Roger and Laurie Lohrer
466 Snowberry Lane
Lewistown MT
406-380-0865




Sandx Youngbauer

From: Clay Dunlap <dunlap@midrivers.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 2:57 PM
To: Commissioners

Subject: All-Mail Election

TO: Fergus County Commissioners

FROM: Clay and Marie Dunlap

401 Seventh Avenue South, #105
Lewistown, Montana
SUBJECT: All-Mail Election

DATE: August 19, 2020

The purpose of this memorandum is to express our support of the recommendation from
Clerk and Recorder Rana Wichman who is advocating having an all-mail election with an
option that people who wish to come in person to the courthouse and vote can do so. We
strongly support this recommendation especially in the current corona virus situation.

Clay and Marie Dunlap




Sandz Youngbauer

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

stew@midrivers.com

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 2:56 PM
Commissioners

Federal General Election Recommendation

Clerk and Recorder Rana Wichman has given them a recommendation to have an all mail election with an
option for people who wish, to come in person to the courthouse and vote. Donald E. Stewart and Marcia J.

Stewart agree.

401 7th Ave. So. Apt. 115

LEWISTOWN, MT. 59457




Sandy YoungEuer

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

To all concerned,

Donna Philip <donnaphilip46@gmail.com>

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 3:37 PM

Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad; Becki Wiseman
Countywide mail-in ballots

| understand there will be a vote on mail-in ballots at your commission meeting this evening. | am imploring you to
provide mail-in ballots for all Fergus County residents who are currently registered to vote. This is the only responsible
decision you can make to ensure that we all have the opportunity to vote in the general election. As a 74-year old with a
compromised immune system, | am sincerely hoping for a positive outcome from your vote to ensure my health safety.
Thank you for your consideration in this very important matter.

Donna Philip

1107 W. Evelyn St.
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-380-2128

Sent from my iPad
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Ross Butcher A E ‘4 \ K’*

From: Jodi Ruckman <jodi@hmarcpas.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 10:52 AM

To: Carl Seilstad; Sandy Youngbauer; Ross Butcher
Subject: Not for all mail in ballots

Hello Commissioners!

I’'m writing you today in opposition of the idea of all mail in ballots. | believe the voting system should remain the same
as any other year. Our county does not have the outbreak like other counties. | feel that if people are scared to go to
the poll, they can request an absentee ballot just like they could any other time. If masks work, like the experts say they
do, there shouldn’t be any problem with having people stand in line at the polls. Wear a mask, use hand sanitizer. If
people can go to grocery stores and stand in line, they can go to the polls. It is the people’s choice if they want to vote
in person or by absentee. It is the responsibility of the people for their OWN health. We have absentee ballots and that
process in place already, put it on the voter to use that avenue to vote if they don’t feel safe going to the polls. That is
the responsibility of the voter.

I am also concerned with the mail system and how much extra time it would take. In our office, we are finding that it
takes the mail much longer to reach our office or other destinations, by days, sometimes even a week. It seems to be
unreliable at times. How long with that delay the process? | think voter fraud could be of concern too. | don’t see it as
much here as in other places though.

Thank you for your time.

Jodi Ruckman, CPA

uckman sue
Certified Public Accountants

224 W Main St, Ste #600
Lewistown, MT 59457

Phone: 535-2352

Toll Free Fax: 1-877-817-7707
www.hmarcpas.com
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Carl Seilstad

T I . s
From: Ronald Youde <cinsron@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 10:23 PM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad

Subject: Resolution 28-2020 November 3, 2020 Federal General Election

Ross, Sandy and Carl:

| am acting on the basis of "hearsay," having been told that you are considering all mail-in-ballot
voting for the general election Nov. 3. If this is not the case forgive me for taking your time
unnecessarily.

| simply want to urge you not to enact such a procedure. | believe we need to keep alive the
American and Montana tradition of "in person voting." My reasons are not financial nor political. My
reason is not that | am afraid someone will "steal the election.” My reasons are patriotic and
designed to maintain the great privilege it is to be a citizen of the United States. Even before the
"pandemic” Americans have been becoming more and more separated from our fellow-citizens. The
occasional visit to the polling place provides us an opportunity to actually join with our neighbors in an
important aspect of citizenship.

If the argument for enacting mail-in voting is because of fear of the virus, that is, in my view, the very
reason not to take this path. Voting should be considered an "essential” business, just like a trip to
the grocery store. Itis that important. If there are people who are actually in a vulnerable situation,
they already have an option provided by "absentee ballots." Certainly, Central Montanans are smart
enough to know how to maintain social distancing, etc.; in-person voting can be done safely.

We pray for you, as those who are ordained by God to be governmental servants. Thank you for
being conscientious about this matter..

Ron Youde
704 Mountain View Drive
Lewistown, MT.




Sandz Youngbauer

From: Shaun Ruckman <Shaun@PeakElectricMT.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 4:22 PM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Subject: Election Polls

Dear Ross, Sandy and Carl,

I am writing this email to you to express my concerns about keeping the election polls open. | realize we are in a
unprecedented time and you 3 have some difficult decisions to make. | feel though its in the best interest of the local,
state and federal government to keep the polls open. 1 am really worried that voter fraud would be extremely high. In
my opinion, the possibility of exceptionally high fraud (it will be the highest we have ever seen) should outweigh the
.04% mortality rate of Covid-19. The people that don’t want to take the risk of going out to the polls still have the option
of voting by mail. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Shaun Ruckman

Kfifegklc»‘c

215 W Aztec Drive
Lewistown, MT 59457
406.535.6805

www.peakelectricmt.com




Sandx Youngbauer

From: Vicky Ruckman <ccarv612@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 1:56 PM

To: Ross Butcher; Sandy Youngbauer; Carl Seilstad
Cc: Rana Wichman

Subject: 2020 voting

Good afternoon. We understand that tomorrow the commissioners are making the decision regarding all mail
in voting VS voting at the polis.

We want to encourage the commissioners to give the voters of Fergus County their Constitutional right to make
the decision for themselves whether to vote in person or by mail.

So please give all the voters in Fergus County the right to choose absentee or voting in person instead of an all
mail voting mandate.

Thank you for your consideration to this very important matter.
Sincerely,

Vicky Ruckman
Bob Ruckman




Sanszbungbauer

RN
From: Scott Welsh <bridger59405@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 23, 2020 9:36 AM
To: Sandy Youngbauer
Subject: Mail in voting

Dear MS Youngbauer

I don't believe we should have mail in voting only. While we are a small
population county Mail-In has proven to be ripe with fraud. In NJ they
are redoing an election because of fraud with mail in voting and charging
5 person, including one of the candidates, with fraud. In NY they were
still counting votes 6 weeks after the primary election and in both cases
there were several thousand ballots that were rejected.

Now I think as a whole the people in Fergus County are more honest than
what you will find in those places, but I don't want any registered voter
to think their vote wasn't counted properly or if their vote was late or
lost in the mail.

I am on the absentee ballot list, but I have never mailed mine in. I have
always turned it in personally. I have had to many thing delayed and in
some cases lost in the mail. I don't want anyone handling my ballot
except the people at the polling places or the Clerk and Recorders

office. The only reason I do the absentee ballot is we live a ways out
of town and if there is a big snow I don't want to miss voting on election
day. We have been snowed in for several days in the past. Also when we
started doing absentee we had small kids and we were able to take turns
turning in our ballots.

Dr. Fauci has said there is no reason not to have in person voting. 1In
the places where they had more COVID-19 and had in person voting for the
primaries they didn't have spikes in cases.

We don't want to have the count going for days afterwards and in some
cases weeks. We are owed the knowledge of who wins as soon as possible
with the current system and not be worried if our ballot was received or
if someone else voted for us. If people are that worried about it put a
box outside the courthouse with a guard so ballots can be dropped off in
it and only certain people at the clerk and recorders office can get into
it.

Thank you for your time.

Scott Welsh




Sandz Youngbauer

From: Jennifer Denton <umgrizfans72@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2020 8:31 AM

To: Sandy Youngbauer

Subject: voting

Ms. Youngbauer,

I 'am emailing you to let you know I would like to see the polls open in Fergus County on Election Day! This is
a freedom I do not want to lose!

Respectfully,

Jennifer Denton
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