Minutes of Fergus Co. Commissioners Business Meeting
August 19, 2020 - 5:15 p.m.
Fergus County Commissioners
712 W. Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Present Commissioner Sandy Youngbauer, Commissioner Ross Butcher, Commissioner Carl Seilstad, and Clerk
& Recorder Rana Wichman. Public present: See attached sheet.

CALL TO ORDER:

Commissioner Youngbauer called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Youngbauer asked if there were any alterations or corrections to the August 10, 2020 minutes.
Hearing none, she stated the minutes stand approved as presented and will be on file with the Clerk and
Recorder and on the Fergus County Website.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:

Guest Ed Butcher read a statement he had prepared in regard to the November 3, 2020 Federal
General Election. He is not in favor of a mail ballot. Items of discussion included his idea to send an absentee
ballot request to all polling place voters. He also discussed having a polling place election with reduced hours.
Clerk & Recorder Rana Wichman commented that voters have already been receiving absentee ballot forms
from different political groups. She stated she is not in favor of this option. She also commented that
Montana Code Annotated outlines how long polls must be open; including that if there are less than 100
voters in a polling place it must be open from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., unless 100% of the voters have voted.
All other polling places must be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Guests Jim Hamling, Kathy Eastman, Randy
Boling, and Scott and Shannon Maxwell all commented on how safe it is or isn’t to have a polling place
election with COVID 19. Various emails that the Commissioners received were read out loud and then given
to the Clerk & Recorder to be put with the minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING:

1) FY2021 Preliminary Budget Hearing: Commissioner Youngbauer opened the public hearing on the
FY2021 Preliminary Budget and asked Finance Manager Neal Tucek to present it. Total budget figures
were compared to FY2020. It was stated that two extension agent positions have been funded.
Guests Mary Jo Hamling and Kathy Eastman voiced their thanks for funding the open position.
Commissioner Seilstad also went over some of the budget information. Hearing no more discussion,
Commissioner Youngbauer closed the public hearing.

BID OPENINGS: None
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PERSONNEL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1)
2)
3)

Road Department — Lead Mechanic — FT/Perm
Road Department — Crew Member — FT/Perm
Facilities — Maintenance / Custodian — FT/Perm

ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS: None

DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS:

1)

2)

3)

Clock Tower Solicitation: Commissioner Seilstad moved to table the Clock Tower Solicitation.
Commissioner Butcher seconded. Stahly Engineering is putting together a bid proposal on the repair of
the clock. Facilities Manager Scott Meader commented that some people that have looked at it are
very impressed with how complete it is. Most have parts missing. Passed unanimously.

Agreement for Central Montana Health District Funding: Commissioner Seilstad moved to approve the
Agreement for Central Montana Health District Funding. Commissioner Butcher seconded.
Commissioner Seilstad reported that the City of Lewistown will be paying % of the County’s
contribution with this agreement. Passed unanimously.

Federal General Election Recommendation: Commissioner Seilstad moved to postpone the
Commissioners’ decision on this until the August 25, 2020 meeting. Commissioner Butcher seconded.
Clerk & Recorder Rana Wichman commented on the County being a charter form of government
whereby the elected officials are non-partisan. She said she feels strongly that politics should be kept
out of any decisions regarding elections. Passed unanimously.

APPOINTMENTS: None

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Guest Mary Jo Hamling asked about now that the preliminary hearing is complete what the next step

is. Commissioner Youngbauer told her the final budget hearing and approval is scheduled for September 2,
2020 at 2:00 p.m.

Guest Roald Torgerson asked if there is any place on the County website where people can view how

the County money is being spent. Commissioner Youngbauer stated she thought it was in with the minutes,
but it is not. This will be looked in to.

NEXT MEETING DATES:
August 25, 2020 Regular Business Meeting Fergus County Commissioners
Tuesday, 2:00 p.m. 712 W Main St., Suite 210

Lewistown, MT 59457

September 2, 2020 Special Business Meeting Fergus County Commissioners




Wednesday, 2:00 p.m. Final Budget Meeting 712 W Main St., Suite 210
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Lewistown, MT 59457
September 10, 2020 Regular Business Meeting Fergus County Commissioners
Thursday, 2:00 p.m. 712 W Main St., Suite 210

Lewistown, MT 59457

Reminder: Agenda items are due to the Commissioners 5 days prior to the meeting. E
Meeting adjourned. ’

....... o II’ j /eé
N 002 e,
SO ~2 rndy Wy ——

?\': Sandy Youn\é(ba/er, Prevsiding Officer 3

N —
o0ss Butcher, Commissioner

Co s 818

Carl Seilstad, Commissioner

Attest:

RanJJ. Wiéh/man, Clerk & Recorder E




B - ! Buuielay
¥5GLL SII SIqEMOlY o
vSGLL sl Bay
ob'8z pEOY §597 0 18Z'se ual
oLL'0z8 pasn 17id paiAs|-uou
0 pasn 17id sul yyeay dnoib
0£0'2es |288'655 Pasn 11id paing| ]
[ 0000'FYl [899'€6Z'EL  |ZLS'6L2'S  |0SL PiG'Z 80L°/pL'E |0EL'SES'S 899'¢62°EL LE2TY6'T_ |LEvLSEOL SIv1OL
0
0 S0'8 0£0'Z¢ee 0€0°zee 0 0 0 og0'zes 0 0€0'zEE A3 31LIINT[0562 %000
0 99°'9 £51°68¢€ 869'v/Z SSLPLL Zve 10228 60v'SZ 162'9 ¥Sp'68¢E Sov'se 6v0'pSE ERERIE %0001
0 158 YOL'ev'T  [158°065°L  |20€7ZSLL 69v'/8 S02'89F  |££9'96S YoL'EvlT 8E0'€E9 (921 0LLC AL34vS Oand|oosz %00 0€
0 s8¢z 106'80Z LSSZLL 95¢'L6 08z 0se'y £85'6¢ €eL'lp 206802 266'81 G16'681 NOISN31X3[062Z %0001 |
o 820 1S5'6F 6¥SLL 800'8¢E veZ 8z5'c o9z e 155°6¥ 155 000°'s¥ SOAS ONI9V[08ze %ELOL
0 - 6’89 0 6789 000 Z96°51L 825'c 656'9¥ 6vt'89 £22'9 92229 HLTH IVINIW([ 1222 %0070}
0 - 016'99 ) 016'99 srs'vL 568l 8Z5'c 6£6'7C 016'99 €809 22809 181 H1TV3H[0Z22 %000}
0 L. v61°20€ vls'see 089°LL spv'LS viLL'pL 8lL'g v61°208 1¥6'8 1pZ'862 SNI JWOD|082Z %00°E
0 590 65.%6 oLs'sz 6629 ¥ZLoL 51 126°6Z W'z 652'¥6 €62'SL 9968/ ONINNV14]0522 %0002
0 T 0Sv'El 95v'19 vi6'LL viz 656V 128'9 0Ev'eL 8£ZZL Z6L'l9 Advygn|ozzz %0002
0 L€ ¥Z9'0sy £20°ES1 109262 ZS6'EL S61 29E'TLL _ [260°LLL v29'05p 6Z1'06 661°09¢ 19 1si1djos1z %00°52
o oot 088's9 oz Iy Y£9'vZ ve9'pZ 0 088°69 088'GlL 000'0S dIvd LWD (291 %9LLE
0 oL'o 289'8vZ SZL'y 1SS'vve CED 00051 122'99 8v9'zZolL 289'sve £02°19 626'98L | SANNO¥OwIV4|09lz %00°€E
o |- 096'905 [0 096'905 vev'ol vev'eLl  [evZiz |62 LLL 096'90S 281'seL  |gll'18€ a3amloriz %00'€¢
0 SL0L £52°696 vec'sry 6G€'925 59z 19501 6.r'vZL  [8v0'ieE ¥52'696 alg'ove _ [g€L'622 300148[0ELZ_ |%00'€E |
0 9v'sZ LSS'¥25'T (656656 |865°0/5'L 610'19 8S€'80L  |VSE'LEL  |/98'699 1S5'%25C ¥6€'929  |£91'868°1 avoy|oLiz %00 €€
0 zlse BSE'C6L'Y  [90€'€LP'L  |€50°02.C  |zZv'99oL 892’8y |090°€8Z'L |e0cezZ') 85E°€6L 'V L5¥'0v0°L 106251 | Ivd3N3Ol000L %00'€E
] S3INN3AIY | SINNIATY 1
$329N0S3Y XVL XVINON | 0£0'zee | e/gecl [SINNIAIY| I1GVHUVAY | SINIWININDIY|SIAGISTY 3JNVN ON
_ ﬁ: TUWN] IVIOL | ALY3dOud vioL  [Asetepu3 |  jid XVL-NON HSVD vioL HSVD _ [SNOILVINJO¥ddY annd annd
S8Z'615'ces L96°SVZ IYS SATIATIN G
] avoy "NOILYNTIVA XVL
| ‘NOILVNTYA 3SSISSY
1 _
B 540 | ebed ] 3INA3HOS SINIWIHINOIY AATT XVL ]
139008 AVYNINITTYd 1202 Ad _ SN92¥Y3d 40 ALNNOD 0202/91/8




000'866
998°LL1 35194 159'se €10ZAd
oge'es) 0009 §50'92 (A4
0v6'sSl 0009 066'6¢ LL0ZAd
yov'LGL 0009 b¥e'se 0102Ad
144" 0009 6v0'v2 6002Ad
gze'ov) 0009 Lie'e2 8002Ad
0s8'sel 0009 08622 £002A4
lejol SN JO #|  enjeA N JBaA
0000 L€8'16 |0 L£€°'16 0 L£€'L6 L£€'16 LE€'L6 AAJT LSNOD Hivdlogiy
S3NNIAIY |SINNIATY
S$32HNOSIY XVl XV.LNON [S3NN3AIY | FiaviivAv SININIYINOIY| SINYISTY 3NVYN ON
AATT TIW] V101 | AL¥3doud dvioL XV.L-NON HSVYD Jv.iOoL HSYD _ BNOILYINJOYddY AN+ aNnd
SAIA TN L
‘NOILYNIVA XV.L
‘NOLLVNIVA G3SS3SSV
G 40 Z abed FINAIHOS SLNIWIHINOTH AATT XYL
AHYNINIITED ANTT dIVH LZ0TAS _ SNOYIL 4O ALNNOD! 0zZ0z/vLie




85°61 £90'260°L 965208 89v'v82 89Y'v8T ¥90°260'L v86'661 080'268 Sul YyiieaH dnois|g/ez
S3NN3AZY | SINN3ATN | apu3is
$32UNOSTY XVl XVLNON |S3NNIAIY [I18VIIVAV | SINTWIHINOIY SIAHYISIY JAVN ON
AATT 1IN av.ioL AL¥3dOoyd JvioL XV.L-NON HSVO V101 HSVD _ | SNOLLVINJO¥ddY annd _ aNNd|
196°SvZ L v$ SAIIIA TN L
‘NOILYNTIVA XV.L
‘NOILVNIVA Q3SSISSY
G 40 Z ebeg JINAIHOS SINIWIHINOTH AATTXVL

ASYNINIIFHS SONYHNSNI dNOYD LZ0ZAd

SNO¥I4 40 ALNNOD

0Z02/bLB




0v6'280'¢ SJA 0Z JBAO JUNOWY PSYOA |BIOL
188'868'L
8€29FZ 196°SkZLy [26°S l# Jea), 120ZAd
¥8p'peEC S80°L/268 |16°S o Jea g 0Z6LAd
96'912 v1€2/29¢ [16G G JB9A 6L8LAd
£vL'v0Z 86.Y6LYE (216G it Jeap 8LLIAd
S6¥'181 S61°LOFOE |26 € Jeap LI9LAd
1217291 512 26'S C# Jeap 91SLAd
£28'¢S1 9962 1676 L# Jeox SiPLAd
1€30.L anjeA IIN S[HW
16'S #98'88¥ 8E2'9¥Z 929'2ve 0 9z92ve  |ez8er 162'661 ¥98°88¥ ze6'161L  [zeezee YIM3S ® ¥ILVM Hivd[ooze
S3NNIAIY | SINNIAIY | emiug s
S304N0SIY XV.L XVLNON [S3NN3IATY] HSVD IEVIIVAY 3AN¥3STY | SLINIWIUINDIN|SIAYISTY SWVN ON|
AAIT TN IvioL ALY¥3IdOYd Y101 XVL-NON | W10l HSVD anosg IV.LOL HSVDO | SNOLLVINJOYddY aNn4 anNn4
196'SHZ L pS SAITA TN L
‘NOLLYNTVA XVL
‘NOLLVNIVA G3SS3SSY)|
S Jo ¥ sbeg JINAIHOS SINSWIHINDIY AATT XVL
AUYNINIITED YIMIS HTLYM HiVH LZ0ZAL |__SNouad 10 ALNnoD| ozozimie




%ES vowo_xo Jouued seAsasal yseo os wEmemwm_ww S3AI09Y,
0 09’6016 oLL’0z8 1S0'vZL’E | evb'SS1'S  |p09'60L 6 ozi'sel’l SWV.LOL
0 ¥85°291 ¥85'291 v8g'/91 ¥85'/91 S3Y LSNOJ LHOJHIV 2195
0 069'261°1 L9261t [ep 069°261°L (T2 192611 dWI TVLIdYD LHOdYIV| 1195
0 205'62¢ 052’608 252'61 105°62¢ 88259 12292 1H0dYIY| 0195
0 z98'ol 298'S1 298'91 Z98'glL 480 - INNAOYHdWI TVLIGYD 20v¥
[ 086'vZ 859'e9 000°11 2ee 086'VZ 086'vL Sd-LNWAQYLWI TVLIdYD SOvP|
0 62e'eZ 62£€ 62E'€Z 62€'eT HIVI-LNWAONJWI TVLIdVD SOvP
0 065'0Z 06502 06502 06502 G33M-LNWAOYJWI V1LIdVD [od
0 0007Z0€ 26€°0¢ €09'L/T 0002 000°Z0E 39014G-LNWAOHWI TV LIdVD €0Vb)
0 00S'shy Si8'2.¢ 689°0L 005’8kt 00S'sbtr QYOU-LNWAQYCWI TV LIdVD) 2ovb
[ 2926 660'6€E €1S'ES 2.9T6 2976 N39O - LNWAOYJINI TV.LIdVD Lobt
0 oLl’zoL 000°0L 01261 oLL'Z91 2€9'6S 8Lp'LLL LNWAOYJINI TVLIdYD 00¥y
0 868 868' 868'c 868'C ONDINYd NIV 10Lb]
0 9 9 9 9 - IAYISIY 1SNOD HIVS 00Lb
0 SS1Z01 §51'201 SS1°201 SSL'Z01 dWI g¥3 S1DIHIANNNT 0E0Y
0 019'%5s SITYPT SEE'0LE 019'vSS v€Z'65 9.€'6b S3Y LSNOD 39a1y8 ozop|”
0 801'8EZ 880°0p1 020'865 801L°8EZ 801'8€L “ASYH NOLLONYLISNOID 000,
o ZiZe9 Zizeg Zizes [543 000'09 Sesusoqy pejesusduio) $0Z€|
0 182 9602 161°0Z 182'12 161°0Z 9602 SNOLLVZINNWIAI 8262,
o 0pZ 0f orz'oe 0 [CZA] ovzZ'og ddNIW; G162
o 288'96L 000°00t Z88'96 288°961 288'96 0007001 ONISIVIANNI ONINNVId ATINVA Y262
[ 622'1T 8€9'01 165701 62212 16501 8€9'0L ISUNN HOW €462
o 20Z'¥SE ¥267/81 822991 202¥SE €28'091 6257281 ONINNYId ATINVS z162
0 208°'S 0 208 208’ 208'S 0 SINVHO S3Q 8562
0 G9E'0L S9€'0L 3] 59€'0L [ 43 S¥1°0Z - 1SSV SWILLOIA 3WIED 1162
0 18£'28 000’01 18E'TL 18€'28 18E'Z8 VG 5162
[ 1202157 210415t 220°US"} 220°728'¢ 17Td 0062
[ 110'9Z 110’8, 11092 110°9Z Aoy Hog-ININ TVIIW 9682
0 66511 6651 66511 665°LL LSNYL ¥I0H GUVH 6682
0 LS'IS LPSLS ¥S'LS LS'L JIYAOY NIN 33-31V1S 682
0 ZHL'E 000 L'} Zrl’ Zri'e O4NI ONVT AINROD 6582
0 22051 0016 L16'S 120Gt 12051 ANVYHO G33Im| ovee
0 21901 €4£'08 pv8'ee LIE'V0L S96°LC 25£28 FIHIA NNAT 0€8C
o 660221 000’08 660°2p 660°221 660" 000°08 Yvsyva 1282|
1 ¥58°22 000°0F ¥s8'2e ¥S8'LL $58°LE 000°0F NOILNIAYILINI SISIND 0082|
[ 00055+ G10'sZ Se6'621 0 000551 000'S51 XVLSvD ozve
0 I9%¥=4} \S.zZz1 152221 1S22Z} ALY3d0Yd G3SVI 96€2
0 GER' LY SEQ'LYL 0 SE8'LhL SE8'tvL ¥3LNdNOD S6ET
{0 LE2T (¥4 5.£22 162 885'LZ 8VHIY TI0HOD TV (334
0 9E'8e 00001 19882 SE'8E LIL'EZ 05251 AY3SIYd Q¥OIIY €6€2
0 86V°EL 86¥'eL 86p'EL 86bE NY01 JdOT3A30 NOD3 Z6ET
0 €002 €00 €00 €00C OAWS-NVO1 98N 98¢
0 00Z'1¥ €02C 00081 266'0C 002ty 002ty JIONNOD 3y YBE
0 ZV0'EE 000'e Zr00e ZYO'eE Zro'ee S$UNLIZFNOS ONHa [
0 VL'ly 865'LY (YY) 2iLly vil'e 86G'LY ANIWNJOTIAIA 30HODNHOM LGE:
0 009°t 009’ 009°% 009'L TNONNOJ ALINNWWNOD 0S€Z
0 O¥L'6E6 1628¥E Ev8065 Ov1L'6€6 [Z{T%) SLL'11E d3¥d AONIONINT [243
0 ¥6v'052 I6V'LEL 26625} Y6y 052 $66'66 005051 1SIQ H1TV3H LW IN3D ziez
0 (7247 5z29 SZc9 0EL 5609 HHVd ALNAOD 012
o Y0t 000y Zv0'L 2oLl o'y 00072 S1HOIT AHINNOD 1HOINE S9
0 ¥8L761 £506% €L 0E ¥8L'6L LEL'0E €50'61 SMED-TYIWINY AHOLVATud +S512]
[ S19'e 63812 bp'L 519’ ovy'L 691 d33US-TYWINV AHOIVa3ad «0512]
$32¥N0S3Y 17d SINNIAIYH | 318V UYAY SINIANIYINOIY | SIAYISTY ON
wioL XV1-NON HSVO ioL HSVYO NOILVYRIdO¥ddY 3WVYN GNN4 [« )F]
$20ZAd Sannd G3INIT-NON SNOYIJ 40 ALNNOD
S 40 G abeg ANYNINIIFH GIINTT-NON LZ0ZAS 0Z0zZipLig




AGREEMENT FOR
CENTRAL MONTANA HEALTH DISTRICT FUNDING

THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between Fergus County (“the County”
herein) and the City of Lewistown (“the City” herein), and is meant to set forth
the terms and conditions the parties have agreed upon regarding funding for the
Central Montana Health District. For and in consideration, the parties
understand and agree as follows:

1. Existing Relationship. This is the first written contract between the

parties for the subject matter of this Agreement. However, the City and the
County have worked together for many years to provide financial support to the
Health District. This Agreement memorializes that long-term relationship.

2. Term. The term of this Agreement shall be for two (2) years.

3. Compensation. The City will pay the County twenty-five percent (25%)

of the amount that the County annually contributes to be a member of the
Central Montana Health District. The amount the County contributes is a per
capita rate established by the Health District based on U.S. Census data.

The City’s payment to the County shall be due on October 1 of each
year. The County will provide the City with an invoice showing the City’s amount
due prior to October 1.
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RANA WIdHMAN Clerk & Recorder

DATED this

ATTEST:

City Clerk
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day of ,

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

J ooy Mg

SANDY YOUNG GPAUER

Cprr

ROSS BUTCHER

Lol S B0

CARL SEILSTAD

2020.

CITY OF LEWISTOWN

HOLLY PHELPS, City Manager




Sen. Ed Butcher (Ret)

7550 Butcher Rd

Winifred, Montana 59389

August 19, 2020

Fergus County Commission--Testimony regarding “Mail out Ballots”

Governor Bullock is following the Democrat Party policy and talking points in calling for ballots to be mailed out to all
voters which is an open invitation for voter fraud. The Democrats have a large paid “ground force” to “harvest Ballots”
which gives them an open advantage in the general election. Elections must be fair and equal with any voter fraud
possibilities minimized!

We currently have a process for individual voters to request Absentee Ballots to be sent to voters without restrictions so
no voter in Montana is disenfranchised with minimal voter fraud potential with the ability to practice health safety.

The final decision regarding all issues regarding the election process rests with the Secretary of State and he has to make
the final decision on any changes in the voting process not spelled out by Montana Statute. The Governor has no
Constitutional Authority to mandate any election procedure.

If the Secretary of State allows decisions regarding the voter process to be made individually by local governing
authorities, then in Fergus County it will rest with the County Commissioners who operate under a “Self-governing”
Charter form of government to work with the Clerk and Recorder to structure a favorable voting procedure.

I would propose the following possible options to consider within County Governing Authority:

1. The Clerk and Recorder should be restricted from mailing out unsolicited ballots to a registered voters’ address.
However, considering the current health issues, there could be provided an option to expand the present “Absentee
Ballot” opportunity by permiting the Clerk and Recorder to send a card to each registered voter allowing them to
request an “Absentee Ballot” on a return card with their signature to be verified against their file signature. The card
should be sent first class with a return request for any undeliverable cards.

2. If more than 60% of the registered voters request Absentee Ballots, then in-person voting polls on Election Day would
be reduced to 12:00 to 8:00 PM which would off-set the mail ballot expense by only requiring one shift of polling
personnel.

3. Polling booths would be provided at the Court House for early voting for 30 days prior to the election date for all
county voters who do not want to use absentee ballot process or appear at their precinct polling location on Election
Day.

4. Election Day voting at the Trade Center can easily be preformed under suggested health guidelines by spreading the
Lewistown precincts along the outside walls of the trade Center and have voters enter by one door and exit through a
different door.

5. Rural precincts could allow a two hour ballot collection box with one Republican and one Democrat precinct judge in
attendance for one or two days per week from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM for 30 days prior to the election with the Polls
reduced to 3:00 to 8:00 on Election Day.

6. All ballots must be received by 8:00 PM on Election Day with no late ballots accepted after close of the election polls
since all voters have 30 days to vote and there is no reason for late ballots.

FERGUS COUNTY SHOULD SET AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO CONDUCT ELECTIONS!




Fergus County Clerk & Recorder

Fergus County Election Administrator
Rana J. Wichman
712 W Main St., Suite 204
Lewistown, MT 59457
clerkrecorder@co.fergus.mt.us
Phone: 406-535-5242 Fax: 406-535-9023

August 17, 2020

Fergus County Commissioners
712 W Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Re:  November 3, 2020 Federal General Election
Dear Commissioners:

At this time, it is my intention to administer the 2020 Federal General Election as an all-mail ballot
election. This decision comes after many hours of consideration and study. I consulted the Central
Montana Health District Public Health Officer and she also recommended this approach. We both feel
there are too many unknowns concerning COVID-19 to conduct this election as a polling place election.
My decision is made based on what I see as the best and safest way to conduct this election in Fergus
County. It is not based on the rest of Montana, and it is not based on political rhetoric. It is not intended
to have any influence on how future elections are conducted.

I plan to extensively advertise that individuals do not have to vote the ballot that was mailed to them if
they are not signed up to vote absentee. They can either bring the ballot in that was mailed to them, or we
will issue them a new ballot and they can vote at the Courthouse and drop their voted ballot and signed
affirmation envelope in the locked ballot box. If they request a new ballot at the Courthouse, their old one
will be voided and would not be accepted if it were returned to our office for any reason.

I'am willing to open the election office a couple of Saturday mornings in October to accommodate voters.
I'will also offer extended hours on some designated weekdays to allow people to vote in person if they so
choose, or to bring their voted ballot and personally deposit it in the locked ballot box at the Courthouse
to avoid having to mail it.

1
&




Things I considered when making my decision include that to conduct a polling place election would
require a minimum of 80 judges, 65 of which are polling place judges. Of those approximately 50 would
be at the Trade Center. Of the 80 judges approximately half of them to be democrats and half of them to
be republicans. Each precinct needs to have this same breakdown. IfI needed to, I would be able to find
a sufficient number of judges. They would all need to attend election judge training which takes a
minimum of three hours. Per the Governor’s Phase 2 Declaration, the permissible group gathering size is
50. With a group larger than 50 we are to consult our public health officer on a plan to implement adequate
social distancing. For the health and safety of the polling place judges and voters, masks should be
required if there are more than four active cases in Fergus County. The lack of our ability to enforce either
social distancing or the wearing of masks will potentially cause some voters to feel disenfranchised. The
CDC is recommending “Where available in your jurisdiction, offer alternative voting methods that
minimize direct contact and reduce crowd sizes at polling locations.” They also stated we should
“Consider offering alternatives to in-person voting if allowed in the Jurisdiction.” In Montana, I see the
alternative as being an all-mail ballot with an in-person voting option.

Attached you will find the Mail Ballot Written Plan, Timetable and Instructions that are required to be
filed with the office of the Secretary of State by September 4, 2020, along with a copy of this letter.

As the Fergus County Commissioners it is within your authority to, by resolution, object to the conduct
of this election by all-mail ballot. (See MCA 13-19-204) The resolution must include a statement of the
reasons for the objections, and must be filed with the election administrator no later than 55 days prior to
election day (September 9, 2020).

Sincerely, ,
@ [Zlunan_
Rana J. Wichman

Fergus Co. Clerk & Recorder / Election Administrator

Enc.
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