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Minutes of Fergus Co. Commissioners Business Meeting
April 24, 2026 — 2:00 p.m.
Fergus County Commissioners
712 W. Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Present: Commissioner Butcher, Commissioner Saunders, Commissioner Willson, and Clerk
and Recorder Janel Tucek. In person public: see attached sheet.

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Butcher called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. Agenda approved as submitted.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: ‘

Commissioner Butcher asked if there were any alterations or corrections to April 9, 2026,
minutes. Hearing none, he stated the minutes stand approved as presented and will be on file
with the Clerk and Recorder and on the Fergus County Website.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: none

PUBLIC HEARING:
¢ Public hearing was opened on a portion of Romunstad Rd for abandonment S36, T18N,
R20E. DES coordinator Steve Fanning who was on the original road viewers committee
gave a report on the proposal. Hearing closed at 2:04 p.m.

BID OPENINGS: none

PERSONNEL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Extension Office/Program Assistant-perm/full-time

Sheriff's Office/Detention Officer-perm/full-time

Sheriff's Office Deputy-perm/full-time

Nurse's Office/Public Health Director-perm/full-time
Treasurer’s office/Motor Vehicle & Tax clerk — perm/full-time
District Court clerk

ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS:
e DES coordinator Steve Fanning gave a road viewers report on a proposed abandonment
of a portion of Park St in Mountain View SD Lot 5 Blk 1 and Lots 1 & 2 Blk 2.

DISCUSSION /ACTION ITEMS:
1. Commissioner Willson motioned to approve the April 24, 2026 claims. Commissioner
Saunders 27d; Motion Passed.
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2. Commissioner Saunders motioned to table a letter of support to put the Bear Gulch

Pictographs on the Montana Historical Society listing until the next BOCC meeting until
they can find out if the owners support this listing. Clerk Janel Tucek advised that the
letter must be in before the next scheduled meeting. Commissioner Saunders then
amended her motion to approve a letter if Lundin’s agree with the listing. Commissioner
Willson 2nd; Motion Passed as amended.

Commissioner Saunders motioned to send a letter to the PSC to ask them to protect
electrical service patrons in Fergus County against Data Centers. Commissioner Willson
2nd; discussion ensued. Andrea Payne wants to hear from each commissioner and where
they stand. Commissioner Willson said he is still learning about Data Centers.
Commissioner Saunders is concerned about how much land they own or lease in
Broadview and how much electrical load that even just the data center needs to run.
Also, how much land will be taken out of Ag use for one. Then with technology changing
so rapidly, will they even still be used by the time one is built. Commissioner Butcher is
concerned that it isn’t just about data centers. Mike McDearman voiced his concerns.
Diane Derosier wondered if the commissioners could enforce a moratorium.
Commissioner Butcher advised no. Commissioner Saunders stated the county is still
looking into zoning. Representative Shane Klakken advised that this is a big issue at the
legislative level too. Believes letter should also go to the consumer council. Lori Lohrer
appreciates the county looking into zoning. Commissioner Saunders motioned to amend
her original motion to also send a letter to the consumer council. Commissioner Willson
2nd the amendment to the motion. Motion Passed on the amended motion.

Commissioner Willson motioned to approve Resolution 14 — 2026 appointing special
deputy county attorney Glade. Commissioner Saunders 2"d; Motion Passed.

Commissioner Willson motioned to approve Resolution 15 — 2026 portion of Romunstad
Rd for abandonment S36, T18N, R20E. Commissioner Saunders 27d; Motion Passed.

APPOINTMENTS: none

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

NEXT MEETING DATES:

May 11, 2026 Regular Business Meeting
Monday — 2:00 p.m.

May 20, 2026 Regular Business Meeting
Wednesday — 5:15 p.m.

May 26, 2026 Regular Business Meeting
Tuesday — 2:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 2:44 p.m.
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