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Minutes of Fergus Co. Commissioners Business Meeting
April 9, 2026 — 2:00 p.m.
Fergus County Commissioners
712 W. Main St., Suite 210
Lewistown, MT 59457

Present: Commissioner Butcher, Commissioner Saunders, Commissioner Willson, and Clerk
and Recorder Janel Tucek. In person public: see attached sheet.

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Butcher called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. Agenda approved as submitted.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Butcher asked if there were any alterations or corrections to March 25, 2026
minutes. Hearing none, he stated the minutes stand approved as presented and will be on file
with the Clerk and Recorder and on the Fergus County Website.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:

PUBLIC HEARING:

BID OPENINGS:

PERSONNEL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Extension Office/Program Assistant-perm/full-time

Sheriff's Office/Detention Officer-perm/full-time

Sheriff's Office Deputy-perm/full-time

Nurse's Office/Public Health Director-perm/full-time
Treasurer’s office/Motor Vehicle & Tax clerk — perm/full-time

ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS:

e Commissioners Saunders advised the Local Advisory Council for Mental Health training
scheduled for 4/10/2026 is a go.

e Commissioners Saunders reported that the 250 Celebration Committee has lots of
activities planned for the 2 days.

e Commissioner Butcher advised their office just received a letter from the Montana
Historical Society regarding the Bear Gulch pictographs and adding to the register and
asking if the county would like to give input.

DISCUSSION /ACTION ITEMS:
1. Commissioner Willson motioned to approve the March 25, 2026 claims. Commissioner
Saunders 2md; Motion Passed.

2. Commissioner Saunders motioned to approve Resolution 10 — 2026 appointing special
deputy county Attorney Todd-Rodgers. Commissioner Willson 27d; Motion Passed.
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3. Commissioner Saunders motioned to approve Resolution 11 — 2026 giving budgetary
authority for the CDBG Grant for the Heart of Montana Farm and Dell project.
Commissioner Willson 21nd; Motion Passed.

4. Commissioner Willson motioned to approve Resolution 12 — 2026 Fair Housing.
Commissioner Saunders 22d; Motion Passed.

5. Commissioner Saunders motioned to approve Resolution 13 — 2026 Hatch Act.
Commissioner Willson 2vd; Motion Passed.

APPOINTMENTS:

e Commissioner Saunders motioned to appoint the list presented by Election
Administrator Janel Tucek for the Post-Election Audit Committee. Commissioner
Willson 21d; Motion Passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

e Andrea Payne spoke about the meeting that the Central MT Resource Council put on
regarding Data Centers and appreciated Commissioner Butcher and Willson for coming.
She also presented the BOCC with a signature petition encouraging them to discuss
sending a letter to the MT PSC commission on protecting existing rate payers from large
load impacts.

e Laurie Lohrer also spoke about the need for the BOCC to keep the public in mind when
making any decisions about Data Centers.

« Ron Briggs and Sue Briggs asked how gravel is chosen for county roads. Commissioner
Butcher explained the process.

« Nancy Wilson asked if there were any updates on keeping the Eagle’s Manor here and
open. Commissioner Butcher and Willson toured the Eagles Manor recently. Council on
Aging has it on their radar.

e Roger Lohrer asked about the weed district and if it would be functional this year.
Commissioner Butcher spoke on the status.

NEXT MEETING DATES:

April 15, 2026 Regular Business Meeting Fergus County Commissioners
Wednesday — 5:15 p.m. 712 W Main St., Suite 210
April 24, 2026 Regular Business Meeting Fergus County Commissioners
Friday — 2:00 p.m. 712 W Main St., Suite 210
May1i, 2026 Regular Business Meeting Fergus County Commissioners
Monday — 2:00 p.m. 712 W Main St., Suite 210

Meeting adjourned at 2:42 p.m.
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